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Sample middle body paragraph for an essay with the thesis: Through multiple symbolic depictions of the rise and fall of civilized rule on the island, Golding explores mankind’s inevitable tendency toward chaos and destruction. (Three symbols = piggy’s glasses, conch shell, and island scar)
Expanding upon the loss of civilization, Golding portrays the fleeting nature of democratic power symbolically through the conch shell.  When Ralph finds the shell, he employs it to avoid chaos and ensure that every boy has a voice during assemblies: “I’ll give the conch to the next person to speak.  He can hold it when he is speaking” (33).  Because Ralph and Piggy find the shell together and use it to work for a fair and intelligent rule of the island, Ralph, Piggy, and the conch are all associated with the notion of civilization and the rule of law.  As the social dynamic on the island disintegrates, Golding changes the tone of the adjectives that describe the conch to mirror the shifting power base among the boys.  When Ralph is in charge, the conch is described as “gleaming” (17) and “powerful” (22); once Jack usurps authority, the conch is described as “fragile” (155).  Golding argues through this depiction that illegitimate power cannot uphold lawful authority. The destruction of civilized democracy on the island, foreshadowed earlier by the theft of Piggy’s glasses, is fully realized when Jack’s minions kill Piggy and the conch simultaneously “exploded into a thousand white fragments and ceased to exist” (181) proving neither civilization nor democracy can survive brutal tyranny.  Golding’s conch shell chronicles the boys’ initial establishment of order and civilization on the island and their eventual descent into scarring savagery as a result of a lust for power.
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1      Main claim stated in the topic sentence that relates  


        directly to one specific element in the thesis statement


2-3   Sets of CEAs (Claim, Evidence, Analysis of evidence)


        Optional transition sentences between arguments


1      Internal summary/closing sentence for paragraph





Topic sentence: States a thematic claim developing one main idea (about one character, symbol, …) from thesis 





Claim #1: more specific thematic claim that builds upon your topic sentence claim





Evidence from text (quotation, paraphrase, or summary w/citation)





Analysis of how this quotation proves the claim and thus supports the theme





Claim #2: even more specific thematic claim that builds further upon topic sentence claim & claim #1








Evidence from text (quotation, paraphrase, or summary w/citation)








Analysis of how this quotation proves the claim and thus supports the theme








Optional transition sentences before, after, or between CEAs (claim, evidence, and analysis sentence units)





Internal summary/transition/closing sentence for paragraph: links this paragraph to next paragraph of essay








