
Ceremonial speech  

about a virtue or vice 

Strategies and resources 

+ Tips for Google Slides 
 

MW Library, Spring 2015 
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Word Power  

Precision in your topic selection 

● charity or generosity or philanthropy 

● mercy or compassion 

● integrity or honesty 
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Word Power  

Flexibility in your search language 

● philanthropy / givers / generous celebrities 

● integrity / personal integrity 



What is your storyline about this virtue? 

Develop a compelling narrative 
• Virtue pivotal throughout time 

• Virtue essential for leaders 

• Virtue necessary for surviving difficult times 

• Etcetera... 



Who will hear this narrative? 

• Who is your audience? 

• Where is your audience? 

• What inspires them? 
 

Sources 

● Authoritative 

● Beyond self-generated 
 

Photo credit: Serena 

Williams Foundation 



The open web 

is a FABULOUS source of potential 

examples to illustrate a virtue/vice 



Cycle of inspiration and research 

If start with virtue/vice 

● famous examples 

● role models 

● top _____ 

With person’s name... 

● biographies and 

similar sources 





Beyond biographies 

● Profiles (e.g. Profiles in Courage, 1957) 

● Interviews 

● Human interest stories 

● “Good news” sites 

● Heroes/sheroes 



May 1990 - 

current issue 



Beyond Time’s Person of the Year 

● Humanitarian of the Year Award (UN) 

● American Ingenuity Awards (Smithsonian) 
o 2013 list includes MW grad, Saumil Bandyopadhyay 

● 35 Innovators under 35 (MIT) 

● Top 30 under 30 (Forbes) 

● America’s Top 50 Givers (Forbes) 

● Top 40 under 40 (Style Weekly) 

 



The open web 

is also a treasure trove of multimedia 



Authority? 



Stories - Themes 



Keep virtue front & center as theme 

Charity 

Example #2 

Example #3 

VS. 

charity 



Sources NOT on the open web 

● Books (e.g. biographies, autobiographies) 

● In databases 
o reference book articles 

o newspapers, news feeds, and news magazines 

o interviews/profiles in newspapers and magazines 

o transcripts of testimonies or interviews 



In the library’s biography section 



Helpful databases 

● Reference book articles 

o World History in Context (many source types) 

o U.S. History in Context (many source types) 

o Salem History 

o Gale Virtual Reference Library 

● News articles 
o PowerSearch (newspapers & news mags since 1980) 

o AP Source (news magazines since 1980/90) 

o Historical Newspapers (1851 - 2001) 



Refining search results 

● Flex search words to find contrasting views 

(e.g. whistleblower v. traitor v. patriot) 

● Limit search to a subject heading (possibly 

combined with language above) 
o can also click on subject headings to limit results to 

ones that share that assigned subject heading 

● Limit search to specific source (e.g. Time) 



Open web   +    Databases/books 

● photographs 

● podcasts 

● video clips 

● recordings of… 
o speeches 

o testimony 

o radio/TV programs 

● celebrity’s site (or 

his/her foundation’s) 

● biographies 

● reference articles 

● news articles 

● interviews/profiles  

● transcripts of… 
o testimony 

o radio/TV programs 



Noodle Tools - MLA 

● Television program 

● Radio program 

● Audio clip 

● Audio podcast 

● Video clip  

● Video podcast 

● Video blog    

(a.k.a. vlog) 

● Photograph 

● Interview 

● Speech 

● Books - regular, 

reference, anthology 

● Magazine 

● Newspaper 

● Web site 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfoUtmrh3RU


Use & cite images with CC licensing 

Google Advanced Image Search 

 

 

Flickr Advanced Search 



Remember… 

although you may use people to illustrate your 

points and inspire your listeners, you goal is to 

tell the story of a virtue or vice, NOT the story 

of a person or people! 



What questions do you have? 

bookmark the library web site: 

resourceress.info 


