New Testament
The New Testament is the name given to the second major division of the Christian Bible. Although Christian denominations differ as to which works are included in the New Testament, the majority have settled on the same twenty-seven book canon: the four narratives of the life and death of Jesus, called “Gospels”; a narrative of the Apostles’ ministries in the early church; twenty-one early letters, commonly called “epistles”; and an Apocalyptic prophecy, also known as Revelations.
A 
Ananias – In the bible, Ananias was a rich man who, in anticipation of Christ’s Second Coming, attempted to join the devout community led by the apostle Peter. As the story goes, Ananias and his wife, Sophia, had sold a piece of property, and – with his wife’s full knowledge – Ananias held back some of the profit for himself. He brought the rest to lay at the apostle’s feet, claiming that he had brought all of it. Peter knew he was being insincere and accused him of dishonesty. Ananias was struck dead immediately. The same fate befell his wife (Acts 5: 1-12). The name now signifies a liar or deceiver.

 
B 

Babylon – The biblical city of Babylon was the wealthy capital of ancient Babylonia on the Euphrates River. The allusion symbolizes a society that is notorious for corruption and depravity, one that is prosperous and has lost sight of God in favor of material wealth.

 
C    
 Crown of Thorns – Symbolic of great suffering and humiliation. In the biblical account of Christ’s crucifixion, Jesus was forced to wear a crown of thorns in mockery of his claim that he was king of the Jews: “And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head . . . and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’” (Matthew 27: 29).

 
D 

Doubting Thomas – A person who remains unconvinced about something until solid proof is provided. The allusion is to the biblical Thomas, the apostle who declined to believe in Christ’s resurrection until he was allowed to see and touch Christ’s wounds for himself. Christ eventually showed himself so that Thomas could satisfy his doubts, but he then reprimanded him for his lack of faith (John 20: 25). 

 
G    
Gabriel – A messenger of God, this archangel appears four times in the Bible. His most notable appearance is in Luke 1: 26-38, when he prophesizes to Mary the birth of Jesus: “The angel [Gabriel] came to her [Mary] and said, ‘Peace be with you! The lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!’ . . . . The said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid, Mary: God has been gracious to you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and y9ou will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end!’”

 

Gethsemane – Now regarded as a painful ordeal or a place of anguish and suffering, the Garden of Gethsemane – at the foot of the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem – was the place where Christ prayed after the Last Supper on the night of his betrayal and arrest: “Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ . . . Grief and anguish came over him, and he said to them, ‘The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes me. Stay here with me and keep watch with me’ (Matthew 26: 36-38).

 

The Good Samaritan – The expression alludes to the parable that Christ told, recorded in Luke 10: 25-37. In it, a Jew, who was brutally beaten on his way from Jerusalem to Jericho, is left for dead. He is ignored by a priest and a Levite, both of whom passed him by without offering assistance. Later, however, a Samaritan took pity on the man, despite the fact that the Samaritans were open enemies of the Jews. The Good Samaritan looked after him and paid an innkeeper to take care of him. The expression now refers to anyone who kindly and selflessly helps a stranger in need.

 

J      
John the Baptist – Signifies a person who speaks out against hostility, especially one who urges Christian repentance. John the Baptist foretold the coming of Christ and went to baptize him in the Jordan River (Matthew 3: 1-15; Mark 1: 4-11; Luke 3: 1-22). Jesus regarded him as the last and greatest prophet. Despite his successful ministry, John the Baptist was killed by Herod Antipas for criticizing his (Herod’s) marriage to his sister-in-law.

 

Judas – Now understood as a traitor or hypocrite. Judas Iscariot betrayed Christ to the Romans at Gethsemane for 30 silver pieces by kissing him. Thus, the Judas kiss signifies an act of betrayal disguised as an act of friendship (i.e., stabbing someone in the back).

 

Judas Kiss – See JUDAS.

 
L     
The Last Supper – The meal taken by Christ and his apostles the night before his Crucifixion and during which he instituted the Eucharist or Holy Communion (the central rite of the Christian religion, in which bread and wine are consecrated by an ordained minister and consumed by the minister and members of the congregation in obedience to Jesus' command, “Do this in remembrance of me”). The occasion is described in Matthew 26: 26-28; Mark 14: 22-25; Luke 22: 17-20; and 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26.

 
“Let him who is without sin cast the first stone” – An expression that means one should not criticize another when he may be equally guilty of wrongdoing. The proverb appears in John 8: 7-9. Christ chastises a mob that is threatening to stone to death a woman believed to be an adulteress: “‛Whichever one of you has committed no sin may throw the first stone at her.’ When they heard this, they all left, one by one. . . . Jesus was left alone, with the woman still standing there.”

 
M     
Mary – see VIRGIN MARY.

 

Mary Magdalen – Also spelled Magdalene. According to the bible, Mary Magdalen was “a sinner” (most likely a prostitute) now reformed. According to Luke 7: 36-50, she is the woman who wept with remorse over her past sins when Jesus came to the house of the Pharisee. She washed his feet with her tears and dried them with her hair, and kissed them. The Pharisee was disgusted and thought that if Jesus really were a prophet, he would never allow such a lowly woman to touch him. Jesus told the Pharisee, whose name was Simon, “I came into your home, and you gave me no water for my feet, but she washed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You did not welcome me with a kiss, but she has not stopped kissing my feet since I came. You provided no olive oil for my head, but she has covered my feet with perfume. I tell you, then, the great love she ahs shown proves that her many sins have been forgiven. But whoever has been forgiven little shows only a little love.” Mary Magdalen was also the first person to see Christ after the Resurrection (Mark 16: 9).

 

P 

Peter – see SIMON PETER.

 

Pharisees – Self-righteous or hypocritical people, especially those who insist upon slavishly and blindly observing the rules, regardless of the intent behind said rules. The Pharisees, a name which means “separated,” were members of a Jewish sect that emerged in the second century B.C. Jesus denounced them in the “seven woes” (Matthew 23: 1-36): “Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples. ‘The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees are the authorized interpreters of Moses’ Law. So you must obey and follow everything they tell you to do; do not, however, imitate their actions because they don’t practice what they preach. They tie onto people’s backs loads that are heavy and hard to carry, yet they aren’t willing even to lift a finger to help them carry those loads. They do everything so that people will see them’” (Matthew 23: 1-4).

 

Pontius Pilate – Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea (A.D. 26-36), who remained unconvinced of Christ’s guilt at his trial. However, he ultimately allows him to be crucified in order to avoid provoking a riot (Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 18). The expression to “wash one’s hands” of something alludes to the biblical account of Pilate washing his hands in public to express the fact that he refused to accept any blame for Christ’s death. Today, the allusion refers to a person who is indifferent to cruelty or injustice, so long as his/her own interests remain unharmed.

 
Purgatory – A place or condition of suffering or torment. In the Roman Catholic tradition, purgatory is the temporary dwelling of those spirits who are obliged to spend a period of time purging themselves of their sins before continuing on to heaven. The name itself comes from the Latin purgatorium, or place of cleansing. Purgatory is alluded to in the following Scriptures: 2 Maccabees 12: 44-45 of the Apocrypha, Matthew 12: 32, John 14: 2, and 1 Corinthians 3: 11-15.

 

Prodigal’s Son – A term that refers to a person who returns after a lengthy absence, having wasted all his money. In Luke 15: 11-32, a young man returns home after many years, having been reckless and irresponsible with his inheritance. The father (Prodigal) welcomes him back and holds a lavish celebration – in which he kills a fatted calf – in honor of his son’s return, much to the chagrin and protestations of his other son, who has remained loyal at home. 

 
S 

Second Coming – The reference is to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, when he will return at the end of history to judge the world, destroy evil, and fulfill his kingdom (Matthew 16: 27 and 24: 30; Acts 1: 11, 2; Thessalonians 1: 3-10, and Revelation 1: 7).

Simon Peter – Also “Simon Called Peter”; “Saint Peter.”One of the Twelve Apostles chosen by Jesus as his first disciples. All four canonical gospels recount that, during the Last Supper, Jesus foretold that Peter would deny him three times before ‘before the cock crows twice.” The three denials are as follows:
1. A denial when a female servant of the high priest spots Simon Peter, saying that he had been with Jesus. 
2. A denial when Simon Peter had gone out to the gateway, away from the firelight, but the same servant girl or another told the bystanders he was a follower of Jesus. 
3. A denial came when Peter's Galilean accent was taken as proof that he was indeed a disciple of Jesus. 
T 

Trinity – the union of three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Ghost) in one Godhead, or the threefold personality of the one Divine Being. Represents a group consisting of three closely related members.

 

Turn the Other Cheek – An expression of biblical origins that means to accept a personal insult or injury passively and without retaliation. In the course of his Sermon on the Mount, as related by Matthew 5: 38-39, Christ says, “Ye have heard that it hath been said, ‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.”

V 

Virgin Mary – The archetypal pure, virtuous, innocent woman. The virginal mother of Christ (Matthew 1: 16-25; Luke 1-2), Mary has special significance for Christians, especially within the Roman Catholic tradition.

 

W 

To “walk on water” – To achieve something seemingly impossible and emerge unharmed. Alludes to the biblical episode describing how Christ rescued his disciples during a storm by walking over water to their boat, which was adrift on the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 14: 22-33 and Mark 6: 45-56).

 

 
