World Lit 10 (Boswell)

Peer Revision Exercise for Literary Analysis Paper
Exchange papers with another student.  Read through once before you answer the following questions.  Be sure you have 3 highlighters.  Reading #2 should focus on the structure and content of the argument.  Reading #3 should focus on style.
Author’s name: _____________________  Editor’s name: _____________________

Content (2nd reading)
1.  Are the author’s full name and the title of the work stated in the introduction?  (The name should be spelled correctly, and the title should be in quotation marks).  Place checks on the draft next to these two items.

2.  What background information is provided in the introduction (biography? format? speaker/situation? historical/social context?)  Do you learn enough about the work within the introduction to help you understand what you read in the body of the essay?

3.  Underline the thesis statement.  (It should be the last sentence at the end of the introduction).  Does it present a persuasive interpretation of a technique (WHAT), the angle (HOW) explaining how the technique is explored as well as the theme (WHY)?  Circle words which suggest the technique.  Draw a rectangle around words which suggest the interpretive angle. Draw wavy lines under words which suggest the theme.  If any element is missing, label the missing element in the margin (technique, angle, or theme).
4.  Is the thesis statement clearly and concisely written?  If not, try to help the writer rewrite the statement more clearly and concisely in the space above the thesis on the draft.

5.  Underline the topic sentence in the first body paragraph.  Does the topic sentence do more than summarize plot?  Does it offer an interpretive claim relating in some way to the thesis?  If not, revise it so it will. *The topic sentence should not introduce evidence from a primary or secondary source. It should precede your first sub-argument (CEA).
6.  Are there at least two sub-arguments (CEAs) in the paragraph?  If not, write MORE EVIDENCE in the margin.  For each sub-argument in the paragraph, highlight the claim in color #1.  In the margin next to each claim, mark it either IC for interpretive claim or DC descriptive context. Does the evidence provided support the claim?  If not, write NEW EVIDENCE next to it.  For each sub-argument, highlight the analysis in color #2.  In the margin next to each analysis, write TA for thematic analysis or QE for quotation explanation. 
7.  Is the paragraph fully developed?  If not, write EXPAND DETAILS in the margin.  Is the paragraph UNIFIED with the topic/thesis?  If not, write LACKS UNITY in the margin.  Do the ideas flow logically from one point to the next?  If not, write LACKS COHERENT FLOW.

8.  Look carefully at the evidence/quotations/citations used.  Are quotations cited properly for novel, play, or poem?  If so, check the work to be sure the quotations are written exactly.  Make any corrections necessary including the use of ellipses or brackets to show changes. Are long quotations blocked off properly?  Remember each quotation must be introduced and blended so that it forms a grammatically correct sentence.  See page 469-479 and 480 & 489 in Rules for Writers for proper punctuation rules.  

9.  Repeat steps 5-8 for all body paragraphs.

10.  How is the essay organized?  Look for transitional devices.  (First, most significantly, in addition, by contrast, etc...)   Look for sentence with movement between any ideas which do not have smooth transitions.  Write “TRANS” in the margin.  Remember sometimes a transition is more than a word; it can be a phrase, a clause or an entire sentence that makes the connection between two ideas clear.

11.  Look at the concluding paragraph.  Underline the restated thesis.  Is it exactly the same as in the introduction?  If so, offer an alternative. Does the conclusion answer “So what?” Why your argument matters?
12.  Finally, look at the title of the essay.  Does it give an accurate if not creative preview of the essay’s content?  If not, write TITLE at the top.  (Offer a suggestion.)
Style and Mechanics (3rd reading)
1.  Highlight in color #3 the opening word of every sentence.

2.  Circle every “to be” verb or “taboo” word (book, thing, This is..., There is…, It is…, due to the fact that, etc...)
3.  Look for consistent verb tense. Always use present tense to discuss literary works.  For any verb tense shift or past tense, write VT in margin

4.  Star (*) any sentences that you find wordy, awkward or unclear.  Keep Style Sheet in mind.

5.  Check for spelling, especially author’s and characters’ names.

6.  Look for run-on sentences/comma splices and sentence fragments.  Write RO/CS or FRAG in the margin next to the sentence with the error.
7.  Check for proper manuscript form of title, name, date, class, page numbers, etc.. . (See Rules for Writers pages 524-532).
FOR HOMEWORK:  Make all content, style, and mechanics corrections based upon the recommendations of your peer reviewer as margin comments paying special attention to
· For claims, replace any DC with an IC
· For evidence, replace any NEW EVIDENCE suggestions

· For analysis, replace any QE with a TA

· For any additional margin comments, reword thesis or topic sentences; correct any DETAILS, UNITY, COHERENCE, OUTLINE, TRANSITION, OR TITLE issues

· Replace “to be” verbs with action verbs & any repeated sentence openers within a paragraph

